PREVIOUSLY IN ULTIMATE A-MEN: 


Born with strange and amazing abilitins, the #-Men are young mutant heroes, sworn to protect @ world that fears and hates them. 


Since she first came to Kavier’s mansion, Storm had been using the Danger Room as @ creative outlet, designing programs 
for the X-Men to train with. 


Later, she revealed she was working on @ play entitled “The Shadow King.” This play was inspired by extremely 
vivid dreams she'd been experiencing. 


Recently, her dreams have become more vivid--and are even occurring while she’s awake. 
Something is definitely amiss. 


On the Wolverine side of things, Sabretooth revealed that he believed himself to be Wolverine’s son, and used this startling moment 
to violently extract @ tissue sample from Wolverine for use by Doctor Cornelius, the former head of WEAPON i. 


What his plans for that sample entailed are as of yet_unknown. 
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You have 
no idea how 
sick of this 

y Iam! 


@/ You seem pretty confident My nose doesn't lie, Sabretooth. 
about this. As messed I'd recognize my own scent... 
up as your melon is-- I Know that much 
how can you be } to be true. 
so sure? 


Is that 
any way to treat \ 
your only child, 
Wolverine? 


That again, ™ 


7 huh? I thought you 


would have given 
up already. 


Those things 
don't seem too 
dangerous... 


d raised you } 
Y KA better! 


Don't let 
them touch you-- 
what passes for 
their skin seems 


4 They, 


Hank McCou, 
are the — 
rejects. I'm capable : = 
of a lot of things, ¥ 
but apparently, creatin 
life from scratch is far 
beyond me. 


Improving 
life, though, was 
something I've been 
doing for a while. 
Sabretooth, Deathstrike, 
Wolverine...all my ( 
handiwork. <a 
7 Sadly... 
I seemed to 
have run 
out of test 
subjects. 


AL) Sésiaw 


It's good 
to see you, Logan. 

I was planning on looking 
you up muself once my 
project was complete...but 
I think I'm prepared 
for some advance 


I hope oute ¥ 
not as har / Did you F 
tSedeteat as think that would” id you 
you are to even slow me 


down? at all? 


@y Oh, Storm-- 

E I'm glad you 
came. We've got 

unfinished-- 


I suppose 
I should expect 
you to be alittle 
slow, Pr. Cornelius-- 
getting your hands 
dirty is new 
for you. 


You mostly 
just sat on the 
sidelines and 

wat -- 


Ororo might have 7 Youtakea piece of Y But just because 
nderestimated you, my skin--turn yourself you're wearing his 
Cornelius--you got the <A into a monster? clothes-- 
drop on her. That “Ria ,> Fine. 
was luck. ; 


mean you're 
the man! 


Wasn't the easiest j , = Whatever you 
are you--? / way--but it was the y _ do--don't let 
quickest. I'll be , : 
fine. Give mea 
few hours. 


— 


oy ~ = 
y on WL yf 
iz 


--escape. )y oS Resch Sins Spe k ’ We'll get him 


< Ko" : . eventually, 
SO : Sesh Wolverine. fall into the wrong hands 
~~ ww al FA and get back home before 
ee = cast Dazzler getstopick 4 
; dinner again. 


I wouldn't have even Known 
this was going on if you hadn't 
told me about it. Who Knows what 
could have happened if Cornelius 
had been able to come after me 
on his own terms. 


Storm? 


You got 
a minute, 
doll? I'd like 
to talk... 


a 
a) t 3: 
Fo 
It's okay. We were just a 
resting...you know how Oh, it's — 
spending time with nothing. Just 
you wears most forget it. 


mortals out. Z 


So...when 
I was gone, 
did you and (= 
he--? 455 
No. We got Me ; a 
i very close, I'm \, Oh, keep 
) i - not going to lie to He helped doing that-- 
: you. But nothing me, after you-- you'll put me 
i a happened. y'Know. But to sleep. 
‘ =>, | \ nothing ever got AR 
=e SS ee that far. if 


See, 
I told you 
I'd fall-- 


You--you're 
not here! You Can't I? 
startled...do Farouk, Ororo. can't be! / Aren't I? You 
you know how long It's really me. Oh, g may act like I died 
I've been waiting how I've missed but Idid not. I'm 
for this? you. = still very much 


alive. 


Have you 
forgotten me, my 
dear? I know how 

much you've tried... 
but have you 
succeeded? 


Have you 
forgotten how 
much we meant to 
each other? 
Have you 


forgotten 
how much you 
loved me? 


our time in E| Paso together, 
where our relationship really 
\ kicked into Stacie Neri you 
must remember that as “ 2 
fondly as Id ce 


jor aA this real? 


4 Was it ever 
real? Working with Yuri? 
Terrorizing El Paso-- 
taking whatever 
we wanted? 


It seemed 
like a Fairy 
tale. 


The 
three of us-- 
living by our 
own rules. 


Of course, 
Yuri never Knew 
what we were, 
\ Ororo--what we 
shared. 


«Or 
what you 
did to me in 
return. 


= 


Or how, 
in the end... 
you left me for 
dead, wrote 


You used 
y¥ tosay I touched 
your spirit when we 
made love. 


Don't 
think I've 
forgotten the 
hours I've spent 
inside your mind 


a f : 


Young-- 
yes! We both 
were! 


But we've 
aged now--we've 
changed, advanced-- 


look at you, all 7 
grown up! { iV = 
“ ee a 
And me-- ey / , 


I, too, have 


changed, learned 
more about 

myself--what I'm 
capable of-- 


You were 
happy to get 
rid OF me! 


You used to like 
it when I entered 
your mind. What 
changed?! 


I didn't-- 
hurt you--on 


urpose. 
Purp My powers-- 


I didn't know how 
to completely control 
them! I had never 
used lightning 
When you before! 
were hurt--I didn't 
know what to do. 
I didn't want to--but 
I left you anyway-- 
I panicked-- 


Oh, the 
things I've 
endured since 
you tried to 
kill me! 


. 


When I 
entered into my 
coma--I suddenly awoke 
in what I would come 
to learn is the 
mindscape. 


My 
consciousness 
had left my physical 
body and entered a 
new dimension. 


The 
mindscape 
changed 


.. taught me the limits of my 
powers. Existing there tempered 
me, forced me to hone 


my skills. 


Aplace 
with dangers 
my around every corner-- ¥ 
"| from the beings who 
“policed” the realm and 
» were a constant 
threat. 


...to the 
creatures I would 
later come to know as 
the Brood. You saw them- 
they've been helping me 
get to you--to 
find you. 


When you 
wrote them as 
a program in your 
Danger Room, you 
made them far 
too weak. 


Kt smopi me, twisted me into 


some tes) I would have once 
feared, I learned to live in the 
darkness, strike from the 
blackness...thrive in its 
cold embrace. 


I did 
love you-- 
Ireally 
did! 


You have / f 
to believe me, \ / 
Amahl--what Af \ 
happened to you ere 
was an ie 
accident! 


f 
you always “ That time-- This is a new 
were agood that name--they chapter. 
liar. old no more 
meaning for me. That 
part of my life 
iS over. 
fo 
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I've just got one 


last loose end to 
tie up-- 


What 
the hell is 
going on 
here?! 


distracting. 


lt seemed 
exciting at first-- 
but really, it's just 


Eo. 
SOO 
Seo 
Sok 
oe* 
aS 

30 
ne) 


you alone 
for thirty 
Did he keep your bed 
while I was away? 
Did he replace 


. 


I'm coming for 
you, Storm! 
impressive--Z like him. warm 


This one is 


c 
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Headstrong, bold-- 
fearless 


~~ 7 
Oh, Na ; 


WHAT ARE 
‘ YOU DOING 
this is just Jam Whwes +7 Ny 


TO THEM?! 


I got rid 
of them. It's just you 
and me now...remember 
when you used to 
like that? 


Remember 
how things used to 
be before you ruined it-- 
before you tried to kill me? 
We had something 
special, Ororo. 


I'm afraid 
I don't know 
what you're 
talking a 


bout. 


Stop this, 
Amahi--just 


; f ( 
stop. 


Cut the crap, 


eS 4 
okay? Don't act like 1 \ 
I was your |ife--that I meant ; 
everything to you--that the 
accident ended some 
great romance. 


Who's the 
liar now? Have you 
really been hovering 
in your magic realm so 
long that you've convinced 
yourself I meant 
something 
to you?! 


I know 
about you 
and Yuri! 


YOu...yOu 
knew--?! 


You knew 
and that’s why 
you tried to kill me?! 
Over that--?! 


No--I never meant to 
hurt you. I knew, but I 
tried to ignore it, tried to 
bury my feelings--tell 
muself you didn't 
matter to me! 
What 
I did to 
you was an 
accident! 


When we 
were in your 
room, you fell 


m into some sort of } 


coma. You were 
out for a while--I 
kind of panicked 


when I couldn't 
Ne yOu up. 


You're at the mansion, in 
Westchester. It's good 
to see you. 


Jean? What 
happened? 


I tried to 
scan your mind, 
but I couldn't 
find anything-- 
it was like you 
were gone. 


Bishop 
decided to 
bring you 


Any idea what 
happened? Did you 
see anuthing on 

your end? ‘ 


Nothing 
at all. 


I don't Know what happened. Your mind 
was at war with something--somethin 
I couldn't reach. 


Then about 
afew minutes ago, 
your mind seemed 
to overpower it. 
You broke free on 

; your own. 


okay? Jeanie's 
still trying to 
figure out what 


I know why I was attracted 
to you for so long now, and 
it was for all the wrong 
reasons. I think...I think 
you remind me of Amaal. 


I appreciate 
you helping me through 
my recent troubles... 
you're a good friend and 
I hope we can keep it 
that wau... 


But I 
don't think 
we'll ever work out 
as anything 


And you 
waited around 
until I was ready 
to be with you 
to inform me 
of this? 


T find it 
fascinating that 
you wanted to keep 
me at arm's length 
until Hank got back...but 
no. That's not it at all. 


i d I could a j : 
Tjust F Not good Tm | ' 
need someone g. be good for ‘ for me--just done going 
good. i see good. ay ees bad 
7 ous. 


I'm closing 
the book on 
that chapter 
oF my life. 
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Yeah, Jean, 
long time no 
see, huh? Turns out 
¥ Iwasn't actually 
dead. It's, uh... 
kind of a long 


I can make time for that 
storu. I suggest you 
get started. 


Hi 


can you open 
your mind 


to me? “= | 


Thanks. 


You 
said it was 
urgent. 
did you call 
us here to the 
mansion? 


Bishop, it's 
about Nathaniel 


known to us 

as Mister 

Sinister. 4 
4 


It is along 


| / story--and we don't 


have time for it. Just 
rest assured it's T'll 


really him. 


a fill you in 
» lat a 


He somehow faked his 
3 suicide. Carol Danvers at 
S.H.1.E.L.D. just informed 
us that he escaped from 
the morgue. 


evidence ofa 

break-in--he 

ma clearly broke 
; out. 


So the 
psycho who 
attacked the 
mansion and almost 
killed Bobby is on 
the loose? 


That's 
S%e€#ing 
great. 


That's Essex is insane. 
one way OF . He hears voices and-- 
putting it, a worse than that--he 
Dazzler. ¢ q listens to them. He believes 
he's been tasked to kill ten 
innocent mutants, and that 
once this mission is He killed 
complete, he'll be four before-- 
transformed. that leaves six 
mutants in danger 
until this guy 
is caught. 
Last time, 
he tried to attack 

the mansion, and it 

didn't go well. So I'm not 
worried that he'll try 

that again, but I can't be 

sure. My stance against 

mutant violence doesn't apply 

here--I simply don't want 

to leave the school 
unprotected. 


Iget it, 
Scott. Message 


received. s 
We'll can 


get this find him. 
guy. 


QQiBeneath the Streets 
of/Manhattan. 


..@ whole 
civilization of mutants 
down here. I heard about 
it while I was imprisoned. 
It willbe very easy to get 
the six remaining souls I 
promised you. 


Maube I 
misjudged you, 
Sinister. You 
have proven 
yourself very 
resourceful. 


I feel like 
anew man, master. 
My latest trial has cured 
me of my stutter. I feel 
more powerful--more 
confident. 


I will get 
your ten souls-- 
I will complete my 
transformation. 


This I 
promise. 


Whois it W > = 
you speak to, . 


2 a 
stranger? | Are you 
| i lost? #7’ 


Whe 


You're one 
of them--the 
7 mutants who live down 
here. Take me to 
the others. 


Why are 
4 you looking 
for us? 


Someone 
looking for 
\ sanctuary? 


My name is 
Nightcrawler. 
You look familiar. 
Have we-- 
Mein 


Five more-- 
only five more 
souls! 


He Killed 
him! He 
really--! 


soon, Lord 
Apocalypse. 
Your will 
be done. 


No 
matter-- 
many fish in 
thissea. Many 


SY 
pie, “ay 
oursiver! L 


e- — | = 
»~ Go find me Ze j 
easy victins \y 
‘ and bring them 4 


>, to me. x< 


MURDERER! 
WHAT HAVE 
) THESE PEOPLE 
DONE TO 
YOU?! 


X-Men, 
this one is your 
problem now. I'm 
getting my people 
out of here. _ 


Might as 


well try for 


fifteen. 


After 
that--T'll 
help if you 
still need 

it. 


Beast, Pyro, 

Psylocke and 
Wolverine--help 

Nightcrawler \ 
get people out 


The 
rest of us 
will handle fs 
Sinister. | 


But what ] 


if-- 


Take me down! 

I can't control myself! 
Don't hold back--do 
whatever it takes--I 

; can take it! 


everyone 


but aw 


Fat chance, 
bub! I'm 
here for the 
action 


ate 


J 


Aggh! Don't look 


, directly at Sinister-- 


don't look him in 
the eyes! 
Vii eet 


cf 


Eat S#!%, 


nk V 
{ not--I'd )@'/) 
\ rather-- 4 


Sunder-- 
no, what are 
you--?! 


( Just what 
I ordered. ¥ 


And 
here comes 
number 


I'm okay-- 

I think that 
Knocked some 
sense into me, 

Storm. 


with one of — 


those? 


Dazzler, 
look out! 


Not while 
Angel has him, 
I can't. 


7 Youblow 
them apart-- 
and I'll take care 
of the rest. 

Got it? ‘ 


UFOS 


f f That was 
my girlfriend, you 
monster! 


Get 
between me 
and my prey and 
you become 
the prey. 


You'll 
make a ; 
fine number } — 


one. J 


Dazzler, 
what are 
you--?! 


Bishop, 
what did you 
do? 


Nightcrawler 
and his people 
are gone-- 
where's-- 


Now is the 
time... 


I did it, 
=| Master--that's 
ten. 


Idid 
ite. 


7 Umsorry-- 
I'mso 
sorry. 


/ You're sorry?! I saw ¥ 
what you did--you blasted 
them--they missed / 


Sinister because aa 
~ oF YOU! You might 
as well have 
killed them 
yourself! 


You don't 
get to explain 
yourself. 


You don't-- 
understand... 


This had to IF not 
happen, now...” Sinister...would have 
like this. been someone else... 
— - someone we couldn't find... 
someone we didn't have 
records on... oa 


We planned 
this...this is all 
supposed to 
happen...this fixes. 
everything... 
we- 


o 
BS 
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WIDMORE 
INDUSTRIES 


Sinister 
is no 
more. 


Now is 


9 
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ADOCALYDSE HE 


Gy 


ee ie : y a exe Manhattan’ 

Oh, jeez! \ eee ae ; . 

We're just | | sar 

ticking him 
OFF! 


1 
ini 


Mere mites 
to irritate _ Your 
the skin. existence is 
meaningless. 


Angel is 
dead, Wolverine! 
We can just leave 


him here! 


We 
can't just 
leave his body 
behind! 


We 


can't do We have 


to go after 


Sinister--I think ]@ 


he's up at street 
. level now. 


You're 
coming with us, 
Dazzler--end 

of story! 4 


And if 
you're not willing 
to leave your boufriend 


behind, I'll cut him up so you Sy 


can take part of him 
with you! 


Thing is, 
I didn't kill 
your boufriend... 
Sinister 


F I Know you're hurting 
{ I Know it's bad, but the thing 
is--that guy is still ou 
there, we didn't 
stop him. 


And I need 
you to take all 


inside you--all that 
rage--and put 
it to use. 


Staying 
down here isn't \- 
going to bring Angel 
back--but we may be 
able to save 
someone else. 


What 
would Angel 
want? 


Then 
let's go kick 


He'd 
want me to 


kick this guy's 


ass. 


You are 
all utterly 
insignificant. 


What's the 
matter, Sinister? Vy ™ 
Didn't think the outfit 
worked without / 
a capeP 


This isn't 
right--We need to 
be careful here, 
* Wolverine. 
>> 
“ His 
phusicality is 
oak radically altered. | 
~~ \ We don't know what | 
\ he's capable ; 
OF now. 


All that 
matters, Beast... 
is that he still 
bleeds! 


You Know not what you face, VY I hear their song. 
child. I can see your DNA. Your Icanreach out 
mutant genes speak 4 and take them 
to me. if I want. 


I know who you are. The 
scared, pathetic man who 
kills people to make it 
seem like his life isn't 
meaningless. 


“Sinister” 
is gone. 


Only 
Apocalypse 
remains. 


I will make your healing ability 
my Own. Your mutant gift is Am 
e mine to take. 


You will not 
be remembered. You 
will be the first to fall 
beneath my foot--buried 
under countless 
others. 


will weep 
for you. 


Maube this 
will SHUT 
YOU UP! 


\< get aread 
Ae. 
So Onhim--his 
mind's a 
blank slate 
to me. 


You think 
that's-- 


It is my 


time now. My 
{ slumber is over-- 
I will complete 
my conquest oF 
this world-- 


--and 
nothing 
you can do 
will stop 
me. 


af 


—~\ 


1 SN 
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a €.. Bs 
l Mes: Why are What 7 
4 Va you doing isit you { 
A\ this?! want?! 


Only what 
was once and 
still is mine-- 
everything! / 


Now, Beast, 
while he's distracted! 
We've got to fight him 
as one unit--don't 
give him a second 
to breathe! 


Nightcrawler's 
appearance has him 
occupied--use that 
against him! 


Storm, what \ 
happened to 
Nightcrawler-- 
and what's a 
“Morlock?” 


I must get ; 
you to a hospital, 


i ae the blood you've 
~ Bs | 


Your gift is 
a curse, frail 
one. I name you a 
victim, TliFt your qMee (up 
e! 


curse...take it life 


Don't 

let up--Pyro, 
pin him 
down! 


: f 
B-@S, 
<a 


it--you've got 
him, it's almost 
over now! 


mutant genes--work my way 
into your subconscious 
thoughts--I can 
control you all! 


Mutants! 
You are my 


\ puppets! 


What are 
you--why are 
you attacking 

me?! 


I'm not-- 
I'm not 

| incontrol, 

Sa I don't-- 


happened-- | 
why are 
we doing 
thise £9 


Your friends, 
your family, any 
mutant you've had contact 
with--anyone they've 
had contact with-- 
I can command 
you all! Ihave 
lived across 
the millennia and 
my will shall be 

done again. 


Maybe 
something /s 
going on downtown. 
My spider-sense 
is suddenly-- 


Unh! kitty, ¥ 
what are 


iy 


I'm sorru-- es 


it's not me/I a 
don't know what's 
<a> happening! 


L x4 


I'm Full 
up On crazy 
this week. 
I don't need / 


GOiThe Baxter Building 
Home of the 


4 What do 
you think it 
is, Reed? 


Who cares what 
it is, Johnny. We 
should go and 
investigate. 


You think 
your dad's 
really going to ; 
> Besides, 
seb Uae I'm sure the 
Ultimates will 
take care 


The Ultimates? 
They're probably 
busy making a new 
sex tape... 


«and since 
when were we in 
the habit of asking 
my father if we 
can leave? 


Okay--I got something headed 
straight for us--coming in 
fast. I don't even know 
what it is--I can't get 
aread onit. 


Brace for 
impact! 


Okay-- 
we're here-- 
what's going 

on?! 


Yeah, and 
what the heck 
was that thing 
that hit us? 


Knock us out 
or something-- 
we can't stop 
ourselves! 


Who did 2 
this?! Who's We don't 
controlling know--it just 
happened! 


Move! 
Run! 
We can't 
control ourselves-- 
just get out of 
the way! 


Your futile Drie 4 
efforts only sully P 


your last living 
moments! 


/ Those who 
oppose me ids 
will die! Gama 


Iwasn't 
looking forward - . 
to being 40 Attention 
anyway -- all S.H.I.E.L.D. 
agents! This is 


Director Panvers. ed 
- On my mark--_4 
on my * 


You are 
but children 
. against me. 


Every 
attempt to 
destroy 
me... 


Os “. 

only 

makes me 
tronger! 


< 


a ¥ ce 


these two in 
slumberland. 
Who needs help 
the most? 


r~ Just pick we 


someone, Ben-- 


that?! 
Is that 


who's doing 
this? 


it doesn't 
matter. 
Don't burn 
me! I can't control 
myself--don't hurt 
me, okay?! 


the hell is 


that who's 
controlling 
us? Is he 
controlling 
everyone?! 


Listen, bub. 

I'm leaving, and 
ain't nothing you can 
do can stop me. I'm 
going to put an end 
to the fight that's 
filling your hospital 


with patients. You wanna 


do something \ 
useful? Show 
me the nearest 


we're too late, |) No, we're not. 
it's already ; We came here 
: to stop this-- 
not prevent 
it. 


Weak, 
insignificant 
creatures! Don't 
you know you've 
already 
lost? 


This 
world has 
ALWAYS been mine. 


And it shall be 


Open your mind 
| tome, Jean--and 
ff you will Know who 


God--you're 
alive! 


| Wait--I'm--I'm 
back in control on over there? 
» Who is that? 


of myself 


Who cares?! 
And quit fidgeting-- 
are you trying to 
fight me now? 


What's going 


a 


Ihave the 
power to block 
Apocalypse's 
psychic control 
over you and 
the others in 


. this area. 


- =e " 


Sy, We 
need to hurry, Are you-- 
Professor 


Let me 
free the 
rest oF my 
students. 


Wy Actually, I 
= think Tought 
to be the 


everuthing. 


7 What? But 
4 we saw his 


you doing 
one to explain here?! 


Looks like you ie é Okay, 
have a lot to work i : \ what exactly 
out. I'm taking the is going on, 

Fantastic Four to the Professor? 
frontlines to protect those 
S.H.I.E.L.2. agents. So 
whatever you need 
to do... 


skeleton! 


‘ — o& 
Yes,we were ~~ 
working together. 
It was very important 
that we took the 


Relax, Scott. 
he's with me. 
Give hima 
moment to 
explain. 


I never killed Professor Xavier--I 
brought him back to my time, with me. By 
That was always part of the plan 
Bishop and I came 


You mean 
the two of 


Cutting off ‘ 


his air supply 
isn't even 


Whether 
it's true or not-- 


Apocalypse believes 


he's the world's first 


\ mutant. And he's got 


the powers to 
back it up. y 


He claims 
he can control our \ 
mutant PNA because |\ 
it's all an offshoot of | 
his own. He believes | | 
this world to be a 
his possession, his / | 
birthright. ; 


The amount 
of pressure I'm 
placing on Key points in 
his nervous system 
should be rendering him 
unconscious. 


_np 


We knew it was Sinister 
who somehow released him, 
or woke him, or...we really 
don't know what, honestly. 
But we knew when and 
where--so we worked 
our way back from that... 
knowing that we had to 
be prepared by 
this time. 

This is 
going to be 
the fight of 

your lives. 


He's 
deranged. 
The problem 
with all this, 

though... 


More 
pressure 
coming right 
up! 


Interesting 
story--what are 
we waiting for? Let's 
execute this grand 
scheme, already. 


Iwas 
taken to the 
future, where 

Apocalypse 
has ruled for 


Cable Charles here 
speaks the y E ae is the only one 
a 5 ee powerful enough to stop 
Aaa Apocalupse...he just wasn't 
: prepared. Bishop and I 
came up with a plan to 
fix all that. 


Bishop stayed 
behind, to push the late 
bloomers to get their 
powers early, in time to use 
them against Apocalypse. We 
wanted to stack the deck 
against him. 


2 =n 
., My flames 
] have no effect-- 
I might as 
well be shining 
a flashlight 
_Who 
is this 
guy? 


Let's 
do this. 


| or are you too 
| exhausted from bein 
controlled by 
Apocaylpse 


Can you fight back \ Rp = 
3 : B/ Wedon't 
dg} Fn sa A, B{ have that 


I know the 
plan, Cable. I 
Know what's at 
stake-- 


Oh 


great--more ) 


mutants! 


This just . 
keeps getting 
better and 


better. — ES 


Why'd you \7 
| shoot your own 
teammate, 


Apocalypse 
has taken them over, 
Director Danvers. IF we 
hope to free them--we're 
going to need to restrain 
the other X-Men. 


available 
S.H.I.E.L.D. 
tech that would 
work? 


T'll see 
what I can 


Jean, no matter 
what happens-- 
I've got to do this on 
my own. Just keep everyone 
under Apocalypse's f 
control at bay long 
enough for me to 
finish this. This is 


my fight! 


do everything 
we can, 
Professor. 


And Jean- 


Be a 


A stay safe. 
careful. 


How is this 
possible? Free 
will is not yours 

to have--your will is 
Apocalypse's 
will! 


This is 
sorcerylsee ¥ 
before me. No one 
is strong enough 
to resist me--no 
power great 
enough! 


see is your end! 
I Know what you have 
planned for the world-- 
\ and I will never let that 
\ fate come to 
pass! 


There is 
no end but mine! 
Apocalypse /s the end-- 
of you--of this city, 
this world--of 
all things! 


Never! I've 
devoted the 


{ last year of my life 


to preparing 
for this! 


moment of every \ 
day--preparing 
for battle-- 
preparing 
for-- 


Before-- 
this confrontation, 
the way it was supposed 
to happen--you killed me. I 
couldn't resist your control--my 
powers made you stronger-- 
I had to sacrifice 
muself. 


But now, I 
have protection from 
your influence--I'm 


resisting-- W 


how is that 
possible?! 


That's 
it, I'm going 
t 


done too 
much, you 
monster! You 
don't get 
to win! 


Winning-- \% : i : _ fr * 
aterm of such Z We) —_, We have to 
insignificance. I Ny a) do this! 
. exist only to ‘ ; ry s 7% 
=| conquer, to rule-- 
that is my 
unchangeable , 
destiny! é/ 


Sorry, Slim-- * 
you've got no 
idea how hard this is * 
for me. Just give me 
everything you've 
. got--knock F 
me out. <J 4 (7 You are 
es fools to 
oppose 
me! 


Hopefully I'll 
wake up and this 
nightmare will 
2 be over! 


At last-- 
the end 
is here. 


Funnu-- 

] that's exactly 

what I was 
thinking. 


i] 
/} 


a) 


Stilla 
chance--still 
time to make this 
right, to save-- 
everything. 


/ Just need 


to get inside-- 
see what-- 
damage can 
be done-- 


Your attempt cal A a 
to block my powers j : a 
has failed. You are an open 
book to me and I see that you 
are the one that I seek-- 
the most powerful 
among all. 


Once I make 
your abilities my 
own, I will truly be 
unstoppable. 


Ds, 


Vs 


Do not 
fear your 


No--the 
Professor is 
pushing himself 
\ too hard. He's 
y risking-- 


--you will 
not wish to see 
A what comes 


Almost 
there-- 


Please... 
no. Not him... 
he can't die... 


Almost-- no--! 


there-- 


Please... 
Till do anything. 
Just don't let 
— him die... dam 


I told you 
that you would 
beg for me in 
the end. 


} 


b 


‘da fo ( RA ys a 


4 


last, now and 
forever more... 


ae" - 


m--I'm . 4 te A hy ~ te = Rogue, what 
in control, : BaP PRO) = Th % GY SS\ Sis 4 happened? 


I think ~ % 
the bad guy is } 
distracted, 


Z 


ee f ee 


Okay, people--all Cex 

available S.H.1.E.L.D. agents \fee 
are onsearchandrescue |Zm ‘ Don't 

duty until the firebird 4; worry, I'm-- 

defeats Apocalypse, ‘ g . o . i T'll be okay. 4 

or he defeats Arkh fh RX ( oh g . oe 
: 3 Our 
Jean got far ‘ 
tomelustin WM ce cotit 
time--she- LY 
she saved _ s& 
TY 


only get in 


Isense 
great power 
in you--both 
mutant--and not... 
something 


; 
eZ 


ve A 


Le 


I know 
what it is you 
think you are. 


You think . 
you are special, 
an ageless being 
returned to life, 
the first in a long 

line--destined 
to rule all. 


Twill 
command you 
as I command 


You are no 
different. 


And you are 
nothing more than a 
weak, frightened creature 
drawing upon a core of 
immense evil within 
you to survive-- 


But I 
will purge 
you of that 
evil! 


IF you 
were holding 
back, then you 
underestimate 


defeats him... 
how are we going 
to defeat 


As 


— my : 
V9 Pe ) Z 

_ ANY 
(2s 6 


Z\\) 


a 


: Z = 


I beg you, 
please. 


?{ do youmean-- you Jean or 
what are you 


P 


Ye 
Zk 


= ; 


o 
Eq 
po 
Ou 
a8 
(3) 


Nl 


SORE & FANE) 


She's gone, 
Professor! 


Scott. Ido 
not detect her 
presence-- 


--anywhere. 


So what, 
she transported 
us all back here 
after she defeated 
Apocalypse 
and-- 


--disappeared? 


Jean 
did far 
more than 
that. 


It's a beautiful 
sunny day here in 
Manhattan. So, if you've 
been waiting for the perfect 
day to come into --it's 
the city... 


TT PITT T) 
VHLMLLLLL) 


MLL 


Uh: 


It's like-- 
it's like none of it 
ever happened. 
ut we remember 
it happening. 


\|\ no aches, no /} i] o - a KOKO) 
| ic } re oa \ VS) ! 


| |/ The arm 
| feels too 


he said you were 


married--but 
you've never even 


| 
met him? F 1 
i | i | a r = 


Wii Son 


S 


r a Psyloc 


said it happened 
in the future, 
Syndicate, but 
now he's... 


this is 
all just too 
much. 


You think 
they'll let me 0 
stay here? With Bishop | 
gone--here would be 
the best place for 
us, right? 


thinking--playing 
it all back in my head. = 
It seems like Pern 
a drean== nightmare. 


I'm worried 
I'm going to wake 
up and be right back in 
the thick of things-- 
with the world falling 
apart around me. 


Hold me, 
Hank--just 
hold me. 


7 Wolverine, 
is Cable gone? 
Did he just 
vanish? 


call in to the Triskelion, Icalled 
but they haven't returned 


F : Colossus. He's still living 
it. Talked to Reed Richards, with Jean-Paul in Chicago, 


he has no recollection he's got no clue what's 
of the events. going on--he still 
thinks you're dead, 
Professor. I had Psylocke 
attempt to contact 
Nightcrawler, but she couldn't... 
so we don't Know for sure, but 
it seems like we're the only people 
Hp who remember Apocalypse's--or 
74 Sinister's, whatever-- 
attack. 


5 / dj 
Professor? f 
Fl 4: = 
gs —A Way q = 
ae C =i 
\ || 
I need you f Fa - 
to call a meeting. » 


Please gather 14 
everyone into the 
conference room in ) 


We've just 
faced the worst Jean has become : 
threat we've encountered Asecond " the Phoenix, something \ 
Everything © _yet--and lived to tell about it. prance Iknow we're all still trying \ 
is different We lost Jean--at least it appears to wrap our brains around. 
now. that way now--but she gave us Lilandra, from the Church of 
something very special Shi'ar Enlightenment, will 
as she left. hopefully be able to shed 
some more light on this 
whole ordeal-- 


But what I 
do know, is that the 
Phoenix is an agent 
of change--driven to 
bring about a rebirth, 
literal or not, to 
this world. 


We're 
going to help 
her, my 
X-Men. 


We're going 
to change the 
world. 


